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gatherings which preceded the storm. This participation
in political affairs, particularly the signing of a petition
asking for the abolition of the censorship, was the source of
much subsequent trouble to him. His views and aspira-
tions were misinterpreted, and he brought upon himself
censure alike from liberals and reactionaries. The fact
was that Q-rillparzer, while liberal in his convictions, was,
like Goethe, an enemy of violence, whether in political and
social life or in literature and art. He was, moreover, as
we have seen, devotedly attached to the reigning dynasty,
as the outward representative of Austria's greatness, while
keenly alive to its shortcomings and ardently longing for
an era of progress. He had no faith in the unguided wis-
dom of the masses. His "Recollections of the Revolution
of 1848" throw a vivid light, not only upon his own senti-
ments, but upon the attitude of not a few prominent and
patriotic Austrians toward that memorable rising. His
emphatic disclaimer of any participation in the events
leading up to it cannot, as we have seen, be taken literally.the dramatist Baron Miinch ("Friedrich
